
Affecting Pet Health

We bel ieve that  a l l  d iseases are caused by the combined 

involvement  of  two factors,  "congenita l  factors" and "acquired 

factors."

As a resul t  of  inbreeding by humans,  pets have become 

genet ical ly  vulnerable .  These are "congenita l  factors."

Pets do not  choose their  own food or  go for  walks,  and their  

owners provide the "environment ."  These are "acquired factors."

"Acquired factors" can be further  div ided into "direct  factors,"  

such as incompat ible  diets  and inadequate care,  and " indirect  

factors,"  such as economic and psychological  stress.

Therefore,  the Anicom Group supports  the heal th of  pets through 

i ts  approach to " inherent  factors" and "acquired factors."

Congeni ta l  and  
Acquired  Factors

Indirect  Factors

Economic problem
Anxiety about the future

Congenital Factor

Direct  Factors

Inbreeding
Specific genetic diseases
Insufficient colostrum

Dietary 
incompatibil ity

Insufficient measures 
against infectious diseases

Inadequate
oral care

Meals Exercise Infect ionEnvironment

Acquired FactorAcquired Factor
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The Anicom Group approaches animal health in three ways: 

1.  genetic testing for "congenital  factors" 

2.  daily care focusing on symbiotic bacteria for "acquired factors"

3.  regenerative medicine for those who become i l l  despite proper
    genetic testing and daily care.

S y m b i o t i c
b a c t e r i a

S u p p o r t i n g  d a i l y  l i f e

Approaches to 
Pet Health on Three Axes

G e n e t i c s
P r e - b i r t h  s u p p o r t

G
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Regenerative
medicine

C u r i n g  t h e  i n c u r a b l e

APPROACH 1

APPROACH 2

APPROACH 3

Eradicating genetic diseases through
genetic testing

Breeding support from a scientific 
perspective

Establishing a healthy and safe 
environment for childbirth and child rearing

・

・

・

Providing regenerative medicine
 (prevention and treatment)

Operating special ized secondary 
animal hospitals

Establishing treatments for intractable 
diseases

・

・

・

Promotion of oral and intest inal care

Early detection of i l lnesses and 
health management

Pet food, product development and 
commercial izat ion

・
・

・
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Pe t  b reeds  a re  t he  r esu l t  o f  r epea ted  human  b reed ing  t o  
accentuate specific genetic characteristics. As a result, pets have 
inherited strong genes for diseases (i.e., hereditary diseases).
In order to reduce the number of pets suffering from such genetic 
diseases, the Anicom Group provides genetic testing and offers 
appropriate breeding and sales proposals based on the results.
For  example ,  "Degenera t i ve  Mye lopa thy  (DM)* 1  , "  wh ich  i s  
common in Welsh Corgis, is an intractable disease that, once 
contracted, has no cure and therefore leads to death. However, 
as a result of our support for appropriate breeding that produces 
individuals without genetic mutations, we have come to the point 
where this disease can be said to have been "eradicated."* 
We a re  work ing  to  e l im ina te  as  many  gene t i c  d i seases  as  
possible by promoting the distribution of healthy dogs and cats 
through our breeding support, and by identi fying the unknown 
genes related to genetic diseases. *April 2021 News Release

Anicom, the Pet Insurance Company, Declares Eradication 
of Preventable Genetic Diseases

W h i l e  i n b r e e d i n g  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  p e t  b r e e d  
i m p r o v e m e n t ,  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  t o  i n c r e a s e  d i s e a s e  
incidence has been reported worldwide.
By analyzing c la ims data and genet ic test  resul ts,  
the Anicom Group has found that a certain degree 
o f  i nb reed ing  doub les  the  cos t  o f  c l a ims  fo r  t oy  
pood les  a t  a lmos t  a l l  ages .  S im i la r  resu l t s  were  
found for miniature dachshunds.
Since the degree of  inbreeding is  l ike ly  to  have a 
signif icant impact on the immune mechanism itself,  
which controls overal l  heal th maintenance, we wi l l  
f u l f i l l  o u r  m i s s i o n  t o  m a k e  p e t s  h e a l t h i e r  b y  
s u p p o r t i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  b r e e d i n g  t h a t  r e d u c e s  
inbreeding.

Genetic Testing 
Initiatives
Genes are  the  b luepr int  of  a l l  l i fe ,  inc luding pets ,  

and cannot  be changed af ter  b i r th;  they are ,  so to  

speak,  "dest iny.”

The Anicom Group provides breeders  wi th  genet ic  

test ing of  parent  dogs and cats  and of fers  opt imal  

breeding proposals ,  thereby support ing the 

creat ion of  pets  that  are  not  only  at t ract ive  but  are  

a lso t ru ly  heal thy.

APPROACH 1

Declaration of eradication of hereditary diseases

Relationship between 
the degree of inbreeding
and insurance coverage

*1 DM: Degenerative Myelopathy
Eradication" means that a breeder or pet store that uses 
the genetic testing provided by the Anicom Group has not 
delivered a dog or cat to its owner that is carrying a gene 
for a genetic disease: confirmed by genetic tests for more 
than three consecutive months.

*2 Affec ted is  one o f  the resu l t s  o f  a genet ic test ,  w i th 
"clear" and "carrier" being the other types of results . Pets 
are "clear" i f  they do not have the gene that causes the 
genetic disease for which they are tested, "carrier" i f they 
are predisposed to the disease, and "affected" if they are at 
risk of developing the disease.

50.0
%

Month
Year

Percentage of Affected*2 in Corgi DM
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Relationship between inbreeding and
insurance coverage (average) (Toy Poodle)
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Relationship between inbreeding and
insurance coverage (average) (Miniature Dachshund)
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Genes,  or  what  some might  ca l l  "Dest iny,"  are  deeply  re la ted 

to  d isease but  they do not  determine everyth ing.

Among the "acquired and d i rect  factors"  that  can af fect  the  

heal th  of  pets  in  today 's  environment ,  we bel ieve that  ora l  

and intest ina l  care  are  the  most  inf luent ia l .

Even i f  your  pet  is  genet ica l ly  weak,  a  l i t t le  e f for t  wi th  ora l  

care  such as brushing teeth  and intest ina l  care  through diet   

can improve i ts  heal th .

An ana lys is  o f  An icom Insurance 's  c la ims data  revea led that ,  
unl ike humans, dogs and cats develop periodontal disease from 
the age of 0. Furthermore, i t  was found that dogs and cats with 
p e r i o d o n t a l  d i s e a s e  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  s u f f e r  f r o m  v a r i o u s  
s e r i o u s  d i s e a s e s  t h a n  t h o s e  w i t h o u t  p e r i o d o n t a l  d i s e a s e .  
Periodontal disease is the root of all diseases.
Although many people are aware of the importance of brushing 
their  pet 's teeth and the harmful  ef fects of  per iodontal  d isease 
on their pet 's overal l  health, few actual ly do i t .   This is because 
" b r u s h i n g  t h e i r  p e t ' s  t e e t h "  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  a n d  " m a i n t a i n i n g  
mot ivat ion" therefore becomes problemat ic.  We are working to 
develop serv ices and products that  make ora l  care easier  and 
less stressful for pets at home.

Pets are unable to communicate their  physical ai lments to their  
owners  in  words and ins t inc t ive ly  tend to  h ide the i r  a i lments .  
Therefore, i t  is important to be able to recognize signs of i l lness 
before it becomes serious. Regular health checkups are necessary 
f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  b u t  h o s p i t a l  v i s i t s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  i n v a s i v e  
examinations such as blood tests can be very stressful for pets.
To  address  th is  i ssue ,  An icom Insurance  launched "Dobutsu  
Kenkatsu" (Animal  Heal th Checkup) in December 2018,  an gut  
microbiome testing service that can determine the risk of disease 
by sending fecal samples by mail .  The service is offered free of 
cha rge  once  a  yea r  t o  pe t  i nsu rance  po l i c yho lde rs  and  has  
received a cumulative total of approximately 660,000 applications 
as of the end of fiscal year 2022.
The service protects the health of pets through early detection of 
illnesses. realizing "preventive insurance that makes pets healthier 
by joining Anicom."

Relationship between 
gut microbiome and 
level of health

Disease prevention through 
oral care
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APPROACH 2

No disease
incident

199/19,865

for 1 year prior
to the base date

Periodontal
disease

64/3,762

in the year before
the reference date

No disease
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for 1 year prior
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Periodontal
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11/580

in the year before
the reference date

Promoting Health
Through Symbiotic
Bacteria
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Regenerative 
Medicine to Cure 
Untreatable 
Diseases
Our goal is to achieve "health" through preventive 

approaches to "congenital factors" and "acquired factors." 

Even so, it is difficult to completely prevent all diseases.  

Further, some of these diseases cannot be cured by 

conventional medicine or treatment methods.

The Anicom Group offers a new option called "regenerative 

medicine" for such diseases that have been given up as 

"incurable."

" R e g e n e r a t i v e  m e d i c i n e  ( c e l l  t h e r a p y ) "  u s i n g  s t e m  c e l l s  i s  
a t t r ac t i ng  a t t en t i on  as  a  t r ea tmen t  op t i on  f o r  d i seases  t ha t  
cannot  be cured by  convent iona l  d rugs and therap ies .  Un l ike  
med ic ines  w i th  chemica l  components ,  regenera t ive  med ic ine  
treats injuries and diseases by administering l iving cells directly 
i n t o  t h e  b o d y .  C u r r e n t l y ,  r e g e n e r a t i v e  m e d i c i n e  i s  b e i n g  
researched wor ldwide as  a  new t reatment  method not  on ly  in  
human medicine but also in veterinary medicine.
The  An icom Group  has  jo ined  the  "Research  Assoc ia t ion  fo r  
Animal Regenerative Medicine Technology" at Anicom Advanced 
M e d i c a l  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e ,  I n c .  t o  d e v e l o p  r e g e n e r a t i v e  
m e d i c i n e  t e c h n o l o g i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
a p p r o p r i a t e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  r e g e n e r a t i v e  
med ic ine .  An icom Insu rance ,  Inc .  s ta r ted  the  "Regenera t i ve  
Medic ine Cooperat ion Fund System" in July 2021 to contr ibute 
to the expansion of  regenerat ive medic ine and promote ef for ts 
to reduce the number of pets suffering from il lnesses.

I  had an MRI for my dog and when we received the diagnosis of necrotizing 

leukoencephalitis, and we could see he was having difficulty swallowing, I was 

filled with despair. I was told that his condition was only going to get worse. But 

now, a l i tt le over a month after the regenerative treatment, the amount of 

steroids we have to use has decreased. He is more aware, and his legs and feet 

are strong.  He begs me to take him for a walk. He toddles up hills. He brings 

toys to me... It's like a miracle has happened, and I cry every time I see him.

I am so grateful to the people who made regenerative medicine available to 

dogs, to the vet who made it available to my dog, and to everyone at Anicom. 

I hope our experience will give hope and encouragement to someone else."

Testimonials from those 
who have tried regenerative medicine

Aim to promote
regenerative medicine

APPROACH 3
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